
CARI..EBACH INSTITUTE
FOR RESEARCH IN
JETVISH wlSDOM

On the day of the 50th yahrzeit
of the revered Jewish spiritual
leader and scholar Dr. Joseph Zvi
Carlebach, the last Chief Rabbi of
Hamburg-Altona and the only
Orthodox rabbi in the whole of
Germany since t939, the
establishment of the Institute for
Research in Jewish Wisdom
(Chochmat Yisrael) was inau-
gurated in his name at Bar-llan
University. At a moving ceremony
that touched off the twoday event,
which was addressed by university
and communal leaders from both
Israel and Germany, tribute was
paid to the unique personality and
activities of this remarkable figure
who was not only a rabbi and
educator and the spokesman for
German Jewish Orthodoxy but a
respected mathematician and
natural scientist, philosopher and
art critic, dynamic orator and
prolific writer. They spoke, too, of
the immense courage and
commitment to his community
that reached its culrnination in his
refusal to abandon them during the
Holocaust, despite opportunities to
save himself and family so that a
few months after his deportation to
the concentration camp near Riga,
he perished together at age 59
with his wife, three daughters and
approimately 800 members of his
community.

The Institute is to be inter-
disciplinary in nature and invites
the cooperation of the Faculties of
Jewish Studies, Humanities and
Social Sciences. In a similiar vein it
will also be inter-university,
involving joint participation by
scientists and scholars from the
University of Hamburg and
Bar-llan. The research will be
directed towards the teachings of
Rabbi Dr. Carlebach within the
framerryork of the ideal which he
exemplified, "Torah and Derech
Eretz" or "spirituality with
wordliness",

At the opening ceremony,
greetings were extended by the
Chancellor, Prof. Emanuel

Rackman, a guiding force behind
the establishment of the Institute
and Chairman of its Committee. In
addition to his references to the
ideology that so epitomDed Rabbi
Carlebach, the synthesis of
traditional Judaism and science, to
which Bar{lan itself is committed,
he was lavish in his praise of the
initiator and organizer of the
project, Dr. Miriam Gillis, the
daughter of Rabbi Carlebach who
is to head the Institute and who
worked so tirelessly and with such
determination to make that event
reach successful fruition.

Dr. Gillis, a faculty member of
Bar-llan's School of Education and
the director of the Haddad Center
for Research on Dyslexia on
campus reported on the assurances
of research participation commu-
nicated to her by many scholars
with whom she has been in
contact, as well as on the seminars,
workshops and publications that
are planned. Her brother, Prof. Dr.
Julius Carlebach, Rector of the
College of Advanced Jewish
Shrdies in Heidelberg, in trying to
give a definition to the path the
new Institute should take if it is to
perpetuate his father's credo,
evinced the hope that its studies in
social and educational thought
would be guided by the belief in
and constant search for the
"invincible might of the decent
person" that the prophet Jeremiah
declared was "the same as the
belief in the almighty G-D".

In his address, the Rector and
Acting President, Prof Zvi Arad
stressed the importance of the

Institute's establishment as being
another link in the strengthening of
academic ties between Bar{lan
and German academia and told of
the recent agreement signed
between the University of
Hamburg and Barllan. The
message delivered by the German
ambassador, Otto von der
Gablentz spoke of the rebirth of
Jewish roots within the German
culture after the many years of
paralysis and Holocaust and lauded
Dr. Carlebach's early large
contribution towards establishment
and nurturing of those roots. He
was followed by Prof. Dr. Barbara
Vogel who brought a message of
greetings from the mayor of
Hamburg. The "Mea Culpa" by
the German nation, she prayed,
held a lesson for them and the rest
of the world that demanded today
extra sensitMty to humane ideals.
These thoughts were echoed by
Prof. Miriam Shmida, head of
BarJlan's School of Education who
suggested we look to the future,
and visual2ed the Institute as a
symbol of a changing spirit in a

Germany that welcomes more and
closer ties with the People of
lsrael. The Director-General David
Altman painted an impassioned
portrait of what Rabbi Carlebach
and his noble work has meant for
the Jewish people - an inspiration
to each and everyone, and
particularly to the BarJlan family
which seeks to perpetuate his
memory in such a positive way so
that the valor and strength of
religious leadership during one of
the bleakest periods in Jewish
history will serve as a symbol for
future generations.

Lelt to rlght: Dr. Mlriom Gillis-Corlebach, stonding; seated - Dlna Berniker,
Dauld Altman, Prof, E. Rackman, Mr. Otto Von Der Goblentz, Prof . Zui Arad,
Dr. krbara Vogel, Prof . Mtrtam Shmido, Dr. Julius Carlebach.
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